
Maranatha in Côte d’Ivoire
Maranatha’s first volunteer project in Africa took place in 2008, 
during a major construction effort in Mozambique. Since then, 
Maranatha has expanded to several other African countries, 
including Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Angola, Ghana, and 
Kenya. In 2019, Maranatha kicked off a new effort in Côte 
d’Ivoire. The Adventist church in Côte d’Ivoire is relatively small 
with only 15,000 members. The majority of congregations don’t 
have a building of their own, and in order to fulfill their mission 
in the country they need to have more schools. The Adventist 
Church leadership for West Central Africa requested Maranatha’s 
assistance. Maranatha’s current commitment includes building 
several schools and churches in and around Abidjan. 

Project Overview
Volunteers on this project will be working at the Abebroukoi 
Seventh-day Adventist Church and School, which is located in a 
suburb of Abidjan. This area is densely populated, and residents 
are predominately Muslim. The congregation was formed by 
ten people who were baptized after an evangelistic series in 
2008. Since then, the group has survived despite unwelcome 
government and social changes. They were able to raise funds 
for the purchase of a property and build a patio-like structure. 
They started a couple walls but did not have the funds to finish the 
project. They are continuing to meet under the partial structure, 
while the children meet under a very basic wooden pole structure 
nearby. Until now, they have not been able to raise funds for a 
permanent building. The congregation also has dreams of starting 
a small school since there is no Adventist education in that area. 

Project Schedule

Thursday, January 30
Evening arrivals into Abidjan

Friday, January 31
Orientation and first work day

Saturday, February 1
Worship with the local congregation. 
Visit Abidjan botanical gardens. 

Sunday, Feb. 2 - Friday, Feb. 7
Work days

Saturday, February 8
Worship with the local congregation

Sunday, February 9
Travel to Assinie, stop in Grand 
Bassam for souvenir shopping

Monday, February 10
Relaxing day at the Assinie beach

Tuesday, February 11
Departures from Abidjan

Côte d’Ivoire 
Project  
Information Packet
Location: Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire
Project Dates: January 30 - February 11, 2020
Total Fee: $1,995 
Children 12 and under: $1,845
(Age determined on the start date of the project)
 
*All amounts listed in document are in U.S. dollars. 

International flights are not included in the participation fee



This congregation was near the top of the list for the Adventist Church leadership who know that this church is in 
a prime area for outreach. A proper church sanctuary and a pre-school will attract more people to the Adventist 
message. Volunteers on this project will complete the masonry construction of the new church building and 
bathrooms. Another volunteer group will come in March to finish the two-room school building. 

In addition to the construction, there is a big need for health education and medical services. Many people in 
this community do not go to the doctor. If they do go, it is often too late, or they are simply told what they have 
but not how to cure it or how to avoid getting it again. We would like to hold an Interactive Health program that 
is geared towards children. We would also like to offer a more comprehensive health education program geared 
towards adults that could even include simple health screenings and cooking classes. Depending on the number 
of volunteers who register and their skill sets, we’d also like to offer full medical, dental, and vision clinics in this 
area with a special focus on education. If you are a medical professional or interested in helping with the health 
education programs, please contact Maranatha for more information on how to serve in this area of this project. 
 
Accommodations
During the project, the group will stay at the Palm Club Hotel in Abidjan. It is approximately 45 minutes from the 
airport, located in the city center. Each day the group will travel to the Abebroukoi Church by private bus. Traffic 
in Abidjan can be quite dense, so each day the trip could range from 30 minutes to an hour. Departure times 
could flex the first few days until we figure out the best time to leave to avoid long times waiting in traffic. 

The hotel is quite nice with large, clean rooms, comfortably furnished with either two twin beds or one queen. 
Each room has a private bathroom with hot water. Linens are provided, but washcloths are not commonly 
included in Côte d’Ivoire, so plan on bringing your own. The rooms have AC and WiFi is available, but it will be 
a slow connection. The hotel also has a pool that the volunteers can enjoy in the evenings. The group will meet 
together for meals and worship at the hotel. 

At the end of the project, the group will travel to a nearby town called Assinie, where the group will stay at a nice 
hotel with a pool and beach access. Right now we are planning on the Coucoue Lodge, but plans could change 
to another equivalent hotel depending on the number of volunteers who register. 

Volunteers should plan on staying in double occupancy rooms with a roommate. If you would like to room with 
someone in particular, please let us know before the final deadline for the project (December 30). There may be 
some single occupancy rooms available for an extra cost of $655 per person. If you are interested in a single 
occupancy room, please email volunteer@maranatha.org or call (916) 774-7700.

Excursions
Maranatha projects usually include a short excursion as part of the Maranatha experience, or an extended 
excursion as an optional add-on. If you choose to add any trips in addition to those provided by Maranatha, 
please plan to do those either before or after the Maranatha project dates so you won’t miss out on any of the 
Maranatha experience. 

At the end of the project, volunteers will get a chance to enjoy some of the beauty of Côte d’Ivoire by visiting 
one of the nearby beach towns. On the way to Assinie, the group will stop in Grand Bassam, which once was 
the capital of French Côte d’Ivoire. At one time, the town was full of elegant Parisian mansions and colonial 
municipal buildings, but it is now crumbling with age. Some of the old buildings have been restored, and some 
are left in ruins. Volunteers will get a chance to see the little town and stop at a market where they can purchase 
souvenirs. Then the group will continue on to Assinie. 

Assinie is one of Côte d’Ivoire’s most laid back beaches. The group will stay at a nice hotel with plenty of areas 
to relax. The hotels are located on the edge of a lagoon. Shuttle boats can take hotel guests across the lagoon 
to the southernmost strip coastline where the waves break on the beach. The water during this time of year 
is calm and quiet, like in the Caribbean, so you can wade and swim in the water. There are also jet skis and 
other beach activities available for an additional cost. In the afternoon there will be a trip out to a nearby island. 
Volunteers can choose to join this trip, or they can relax at the hotel. On Tuesday, the group will return to Abidjan 
for afternoon and evening departures. 
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Leadership
Karen Godfrey | Project Coordinator
Karen and her family reside in Gold River, California, where she works for Maranatha as vice 
president of advancement. She has led numerous Maranatha projects; her most recent trips 
were to São Tomé, India, and Kenya. She is excited to share this experience with Maranatha 
volunteers in Côte d’Ivoire!

Peter Thomas | Construction Superintendent
Peter joins the group from Fort Worth, Texas, where he works as a home builder and land 
developer. He was born in Kenya and lived as a missionary’s kid in Zimbabwe and Tanzania 
during the 1960s. He has a deep love of mission service, and he is excited to be serving on 
this project. Peter also serves as one of Maranatha’s board members.

Jan McRoberts | Health Education Coordinator
Jan McRoberts currently lives in Reno, Nevada. She is a real estate agent and property 
manager. Jan, and her husband, David, are both pilots and in their spare time they both 
love to travel. Jan and David’s first Maranatha trip was in 2016. However mission service 
was not new to them, as they spent their first year of marriage as missionaries in the 
Solomon Islands. 

Teresa Owens | Interactive Health Program Coordinator
Teresa is from Keene, Texas. Her first Maranatha trip was to Brazil in 2014, and she was 
hooked. Since then, she has been to Zambia, Kenya, Bolivia, India, and Sao Tome. She has 
introduced her two boys to the joy of service, and the three of them have new friends and 
wonderful memories as a result of these trips. 

José Augusto Xavier | Head Cook
José Augusto Xavier is originally from São Tomé and Príncipe. Several years ago he moved 
to Portugal and worked as a chef at VitaSalus. Maranatha first learned about Jose when we 
needed a cook for our São Tomé project in 2018, and we was a perfect match, providing 
excellent food for the group. He now lives and works in Geneva and speaks French. We look 
forward to working with him again.

Expenses
All amounts listed are in U.S. dollars. 

The total fee of $1,995 covers housing, three vegetarian meals a day, ground transportation to and from the 
airport and project site, translators, local excursions, short-term travel insurance, a Maranatha t-shirt, and 
luggage tags. The project participation fee is tax-deductible.
  
Maranatha must receive all funds and forms by December 30, 2019, due to application processing time. Wait for 
confirmation of acceptance on the project before purchasing your airfare.
 
Payments can be made by cash or check sent to the Maranatha office in California (please include your name 
and “Côte d’Ivoire - Feb 2019”) or by credit or debit card online or over the phone.

For Canadian tax-deductible receipts, payments must be made by check to the Maranatha Volunteers 
International (Canada) Association (address located at the end of this information packet). At this time, 
Maranatha cannot issue tax-deductible receipts for credit card payments.
 
If you are fundraising or receiving donations, please either have donations sent directly to you or work with your 
local church treasurer to collect funds and issue tax-deductible receipts, since it is difficult for Maranatha to track 
individual small checks. If your church will not work with you, please wait until you have collected the full amount 
for your participation fee before submitting it to Maranatha.
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Estimate of Additional Costs
• Flight to Abidjan: $1,100 - 2,100
• Passport: $130 or $110 for renewal
• Visa: 73 Euros
• Yellow Fever Vaccine: $50 - 200 

About Côte d’Ivoire 
(Pronounced Coat DeeVwa)

Côte d’Ivoire is located along the southern coast of Western Africa 
and is approximately the same size as Germany. The political 
capital, Yamoussoukro, is located in the center of the country while 
its economic capital and the largest city, Abidjan, is located on the 
coast line. In 1986 the government declared that Côte d’Ivoire was 
the official name; however, despite the government’s request, the 
English translation of Ivory Coast is still often used.

Côte d’Ivoire became a protectorate of France in 1843, and 50 years 
later it became an official colony with the main goal of producing 
exportable goods, primarily coffee, cocoa beans, and palm oil. In 
1944, Félix Houphouët-Biogny created the first trade union for cocoa 
farmers. He rose to prominence throughout the colony and was 
even elected to French Parliament, where he eventually supported a 
peaceful independence from France and became the first president 
of the new nation in 1960.

Instead of pushing out the European residents after their 
independence, Côte d’Ivoire welcomed European influences. It is 
partially due to the continued working relationship with Europe that 
Cote d’Ivoire experienced an economic growth rate of 10 percent for 
more than 20 years. It became an economic powerhouse thanks to 
coffee and cocoa exports until the 1980s, when political and social 
turmoil and civil wars hurt the economy. Today, it is still the world’s 
largest exporter of cocoa beans. Other exports include coffee, bananas, palm oil, and hardwood. 

The country can be described as a large plateau gently rising from the coastline. The only mountains are 
located in the northwest corner of the country. The southern coast is covered with dense tropical forests. The 
northern region is primarily savannas and grasslands. Weather is generally warm and humid.

Travel Information
Volunteers will purchase their own plane tickets to the city of Abidjan. If you arrive or depart outside the 
posted time frames, you may have a long wait time at the airport or be responsible for paying the additional 
transportation costs for your individual airport transfer.
 
Please complete the online registration and wait for confirmation from Maranatha before purchasing your airfare 
to ensure there is still space on the project. Volunteers will travel together, by bus, to the project location.
 
Flights
 
Arrival | Please arrive in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire 
(airport code ABJ) in the evening, after 5:00 p.m., 
on Thursday, January 30.*

Departure | Please depart from Abidjan (ABJ) on 
Tuesday, February 11.

*There is a flight on Brussels Air that does not operate on Thursday. You can arrive on Friday, January 31, but you will miss 
one day of the project. 
 

Facts and Figures

Capital: Yamoussoukro 
(legislative) and Abidjan 
(administrative and economic)

Population:  26.26 million

Language: French, Dioula, 60 
native dialects

Climate: Tropical along coast, 
semiarid in the north

Religion: Muslim 43%, Catholic 
17%, Protestant 16%, None 19%

Currency: West African CFA Franc

Map data ©2019 Google
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Arriving Early or Staying Late?
Some of you may choose to arrive earlier than January 30 or stay beyond February 11 to explore the country on 
your own. Since our volunteers bring so much to the shared experience of the project, we ask that volunteers 
commit to the entire Maranatha project during the advertised dates. Any additional travel should be planned 
before or after the Maranatha project dates to avoid any mid-project interruptions. Those choosing to add 
additional travel are responsible for making their own hotel and transportation arrangements for the time outside 
of the arrival and departure windows listed above. If you have any questions, feel free to call Maranatha at 
(916) 774-7700.
 
Travel Resources
CI Azumano Travel: 800-454-4099 or by email with Erle Dpenha or Azumano Team at 
corporatetravel@ciazumano.com

Butler Travel: 503-879-5005 or by email with Nathanael at nathan@butlertravel.com or with Ellen at with 
ellen@butlertravel.com.

Kayak: www.kayak.com
 
When contacting the Azumano or Butler travel agencies, mention Maranatha to receive a discounted 
service charge.
 
Entry Requirements
Below are the requirements for U.S. and Canadian citizens. If you hold a passport from another country, please 
consult the Ivorian embassy or consulate in your home country for entrance requirements.

Passport | All passports must be valid for at least six months from the date of intended travel (August 11, 
2020). If you do not have a passport, United States (U.S.) citizens can apply at any U.S. post office or online at 
http://travel.state.gov. Canadian citizens can apply online at www.passport.gc.ca. It can take up to two months to 
complete the entire process, so plan accordingly to give yourself enough time to receive your passport.
 
Tourist Visa | In addition to a passport, travelers must also have a valid tourist visa for the country of Côte 
d’Ivoire. A visa differs from a passport in that is is a stamp stating that the country of Côte d’Ivoire has given you 
permission to enter for a certain time frame. 

A visa procedure packet with more information on the application process what documents are required will 
be sent to you with your confirmation. You must complete the visa process online. Once approval is issued it is 
valid for entry within three months, so Maranatha recommends waiting until the middle of November to apply. 

Yellow Fever | Proof of having received a yellow fever vaccine is required upon entry to Côte d’Ivoire. Please 
note that vaccine availability in North America is currently limited, so prices can vary depending on where you 
live. In order to receive the vaccine, you may need to schedule your appointment well in advance and/or travel to 
the nearest large city.
 
Staying Healthy
Maranatha requires all volunteers to have a current tetanus vaccine (within the last 10 years) and the 
government of Côte d’Ivoire requires that all visitors have a current yellow fever vaccine. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) also recommends vaccines for hepatitis A, typhoid, and an anti-malarial 
medication other than chloroquine. 
 
You may already have some of these vaccinations, and they may still be good for this trip. Others you may deem 
unnecessary for this trip. Maranatha recommends that you schedule a consultation with your physician or a 
travel clinic to discuss the medical risks in Côte d’Ivoire and the ways to minimize them.
  

mailto:corporatetravel@ciazumano.com
mailto:nathan@butlertravel.com
mailto:ellen@butlertravel.com
http://www.kayak.com
http://travel.state.gov
http://www.passport.gc.ca
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How to Register 
To register, please complete the online registration and pay the 
full participation fee or an initial deposit for at least half the total 
participation fee. You can make this payment by credit card online, 
over the phone, or with a check made out to Maranatha Volunteers 
International and mailed to the address below. If for any reason 
you need to cancel your participation, Maranatha will do our best 
to refund your deposit up until one month before travel. After that 
point, $150 is non-refundable, and the remainder will depend on 
the reservations and the project arrangements already made.
 
Register online at Maranatha.org or over the phone.
 
Contact Information
  
Phone: (916) 774-7700
Fax: (916) 774-7701
Email: volunteer@maranatha.org
Website: www.maranatha.org
 
Mailing Address:
Maranatha Volunteers International
990 Reserve Drive
Suite 100
Roseville, CA 95678
 
Canadian Payments Only:
Maranatha Volunteers International Association
c/o V06494C
PO Box 6494, Station Terminal
Vancouver, BC V6B 6R3

Social Media
Share your mission trip with family 
and friends! And be sure to tag us 
on social media!

@maranathavolunteersinternational

 

@gomaranatha

 

@maranatha

Use our hashtag, 
#maranathavolunteersinternational 
when posting, so we can feature 
your trip!

Social icon

Rounded square
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

http://www.Maranatha.org
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